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G-eneral Halleck assumed personal command of
the main army at Pittsburg Landing and began
"with pick and spade" a slow advance upon
Corinth. Beauregard with greatly inferior
forces held him at bay for a long time and
finally left "only the shell of his camp."
Corinth was occupied by the Union armies on
May 30th, and Halleck was called to Washing-
ton in July to become general-in-chief, leaving
the Western forces in charge of Buell and
Grant.

The Federal armies now dominated a vast
area, including Kentucky, most of Tennessee, a
section of Alabama, and a smaller portion of
Mississippi; "but the population was hostile;
the lines of communication ran through long,
unfriendly distances from Louisville, the far-
away base on the Ohio River .... The
inhabitants showed their hostility by communi-
cating misleading intelligence, by cutting off
stragglers and small detachments, by swooping
down in guerilla bands even upon heavy col-
umns drawn out in a long march.''

In September Grant sent to Buell two divi-
sions to aid in the defeat of the Confederate
invasion of Kentucky and Tennessee; "he still
had forty-six thousand men in the two armies
of the Tennessee and Mississippi, but they
were much scattered, guarding posts and com-
munications in a hostile country." There were